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• Graze cover crops using temporary fencing. 

 
 

• As pasture growth begins, rotate through 
pastures quickly to keep up with the fast 
growth of spring. 

 
 
 

• Creep-graze calves and lambs, allowing them 
access to highest-quality pasture. 

 
 

• Finish re-seeding winter feeding sites where 
soil disturbance and sod damage occurred. 

 
 

• As pasture growth exceeds the needs of the 
livestock, remove some fields from the rotation 
and allow growth to accumulate for hay or 
haylage. 

 
 

• Determine need for supplemental warm 
season forages such as pearl millet or 
sudangrass. 

 
 
 

• Flash graze pastures newly seeded with 
clovers to manage competition. 

Yesterday was one of the worst days for some farms in Clark County. The weather rolled through quickly 
taking many barns, many fences, many trees, and a lot more. A natural disaster is never easy, and no 
amount of preparation will prevent hardships after the storms pass. I just pray that everyone is okay and 
safe. The rebuilding process is not quick and will take awhile. Please keep your head up and keep pushing 
forward. Just be sure to document all damage and contact your insurance provider and the Farm Service 
Agency. Remember the Winchester office (859-745-2828) is open on Mondays and Tuesdays, and the Mt. 
Sterling office (859-498-5487) is open on Wednesdays and Thursdays. Again, I hope you and your 
families were safe, and please give the Clark County Extension Office a call (859-744-4682), if you have 

questions about the rebuilding stages. For this month, you will find information on banding bulls, the 2022 Ag Census 
Data for Clark County, Clark Cattlemen’s Beef Field Day, and more! 

 

Levi Berg 
Clark County Extension Agent  
for Agriculture and Natural 
Resources 

 

Document all damage and take inventory of livestock 
and equipment. 
 
 
 

Contact your insurance provider. 
 

 
 

Contact the Farm Service Agency with damage to 
your farm: 

 

Winchester Office:  859-745-2828 

Mt. Sterling Office:  859-498-5487 
 

 
 

Contact Emergency Management at: 859-745-0260 
for structure damage to homes. FEMA only looks at 

  structures which individuals are currently living in. 
 

 

Ensure all water and feed supplies are safe for 
 livestock. 
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 Spring 

Soil Testing Season 
 

Don’t get behind on production this spring waiting on soil sample 

results, get your samples into the Extension Office early, so we 

can get your sample results back to you in a timely manner!  
 

As always, soil sampling is a free service we offer our clientele 

here at the Clark County Extension Office. Current wait time on sample results is approximately two to three weeks.  You 

may stop by the Extension Office between the hours of 8:00 am to 4:30 pm, Monday thru Friday, to pick up a soil probe 

and soil bags.  There is no charge for testing your soil.   

In the United States, more than 17 million bulls 
that range in age from 1 day to 1 year are 
castrated yearly. Tetanus is a potentially life-
threatening neurologic disease affecting all 
species of domestic livestock, including cattle, so 
it’s important for producers to take steps to 
prevent it. 
 
 
 

It’s easy to miss the subtle clinical signs of tetanus 
until the disease is advanced. At that point, 
treatment and management of the affected animal 
is very difficult, and the chance for recovery is 
poor. Recognition of the initial signs of stiff legs, 
an anxious expression with ears held back toward 
the poll, moderate bloat, erect tail and the unusual 
“flick” of the third eyelid across the eye leads to an 
accurate early diagnosis and allows you to begin 
treatment when it is most effective. 
 
 

You should give any calf castrated with an 
elastrator band tetanus prevention in the form of 
either tetanus toxoid (two doses required with the 
second given two weeks prior to castration), 
tetanus antitoxin (given the day of banding) or 
both, in some cases. Early in life, testicles are 

smaller and the scrotal sac falls off much more 
quickly, so banding calves at this stage means 
they are less likely to develop tetanus, because 
the tetanus organism does not have time to grow. 
Earlier castration is relatively quick and easy, and 
it also lowers the infection risk, as well as the risk 
of injury to the person performing the castration. 
 
 
 

Castration is a necessary management practice 
for cattle. Work with a local veterinarian to 
establish the optimal herd health program for your 
farm and institute an early castration program to 
minimize the pain, stress and complications that 
go along with this procedure. If you delay 
castration until the calves get older and heavier, 
these calves are at much higher risk for 
developing tetanus and are twice as likely to get 
respiratory disease when they arrive in a feedlot 
or backgrounding operation.   
 
 

For more information on about preventing tetanus 
in cattle, contact the Clark County Cooperative 
Extension Service (859)744-4682. Information 
from this article was obtained from Dr. Michelle 
Arnold. UK Extension Ruminant Veterinarian. 





 

 


